Supporting Older Children with Reading 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Once older children have got the mechanics of reading (the ‘how to’), there is a lot parents can do to help children enjoy reading. It is very important for children to see reading as something they can do in their spare time for fun, as well as a tool they need to help them at school. This is because research shows that children who read for pleasure do better at school.
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Instant ideas:
• Join the local library – it costs nothing to join and books can be borrowed for free. There are lots of events going on in libraries that you can go to, and libraries can give your child
the chance to choose from hundreds of books. All libraries have free internet access as well.
• Show an interest in the books your child brings home from school. This will remind them that reading is important to you.
• Get your child to read to younger brothers and sisters
· Get your child to read to younger brothers and sisters – this will make them feel like the ‘expert’ and encourage your younger children to read as well.
· Go through a TV listings guide together to choose what you want to watch.
· Play games eg. categories game– write lists of different groups of things, for example, cartoon characters.
·  Make up ‘clerihews’. These are four line poems which start with someone’s name. The second line rhymes with the name and the last two lines rhyme with each other. You could make them up for family and friends. Here is an example;
Ant and Dec 
Cried ‘Hang on a sec! 
We’re not on telly tonight, 
Now that can’t be right!’ 
• Get your child to keep a record of the books they have read, perhaps giving each book a star rating or drawing a picture or writing something about the books that will remind them
of it in the future. It is important though not to make this seem like school work.
• Share taped (audio) versions of books that may be too difficult for them to read alone.   
• Help your child write a letter to a friend or relative.
· Don’t forget that older children enjoy being read to. You could also read your own childhood favourites together (although don’t be offended if they don’t enjoy them as much as you –everyone has a different reading personality!).
· It is important to let children choose what they want to read –after all adults don’t like to be told what they can and can’t read.
· Don’t forget magazines, comics, newspapers and non-fiction (fact) books. Research shows that as long as children choose to read for pleasure their education benefits. 
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