
Phonics



Children in Reception 
to Year 2 will be 
taught phonics on a  
daily basis. 

What is Phonics?
Phonics is a means of teaching children 
to read and spell.



Correct terminology

Right from Reception children will learn to use the correct  

terminology.

Phoneme– smallest unit of sound that a letter makes:  
Phonemes can be put together to make words.

c a t

Grapheme – The phoneme in the written form.

Letter names – the letters of the alphabet

a



Oral Blending
This involves hearing phonemes (letter sounds) and 
being able to  merge them together to 
make a word.

Children need to develop this skill before they can 
blend written  words.



Oral Segmenting
This involves hearing a whole word and then splitting
it up into  the phonemes (sounds) that make it.

Children need to develop this skill before they will 
be able to  segment words to spell them.



Blending to read
Blending merges the individual 
phonemes together to  pronounce  
a word.

e.g. l-o-g = log

This is the basis of 
reading.



Segmenting to spell
• This involves hearing a word, splitting it up

into  the phonemes that make it and then 
using their  knowledge to work out which 
graphemes represent  those phonemes. They
then need to write those  graphemes down 
in the correct order.

• This is the basis of spelling.



https://youtu.be/UCI2mu7URBc?si=OTz7ECmowS2lhAMp

https://youtu.be/UCI2mu7URBc?si=OTz7ECmowS2lhAMp


Digraphs – two letters

which together 
make  one 
phoneme.

e.g. c-h = ch  

s-h = sh

Trigraph – three letters

which together make one  

phoneme (sound).

Examples

igh as in light  

ear in dear  air 

as in fair

ch igh



During phonic lessons children are 
encouraged to put sound buttons  
underneath each phoneme to help

them identify the sounds.

This changes if there are 2 or 3 letters which 
make 1 phoneme  (sound).
We draw a line underneath it to show that the 
letters make one  phoneme.



There are words which we cannot 
apply the  usual rule of teaching
phonics to i.e. those  words which we 
cannot apply sound buttons to.

These are what we call tricky words. e.g.
the to I no go said he she they are

my

Tricky Words



What Is Taught and When?

Twinkl 

Phonics 

Level

Number of 

Teaching 

Weeks

Recommended 

Year Group (UK 

schools)

Age of 

Children

Level 1 36 Nursery/Preschool 3-4 years

Level 2 7 Reception 4-5 years

Level 3 12 Reception 4-5 years

Level 4 5 Reception 4-5 years

Level 5 30 Year 1 5-6 years

Level 6 30 Year 2 6-7 years

Level 1 
continues to be 

taught 
alongside the 
other levels.

This is just an 
overview. We 

understand that 
every child 

progresses at their 
own pace.



Level 1



Level 2 o identify the phoneme 

when shown any Level 2 

grapheme;

o identify any Level 2 

grapheme when they 

hear the phoneme;

o orally blend and segment 

CVC words such as, ‘sat’ 

and ‘pat’;

o blend sounds to read VC 

words such as, ‘if’, ‘am’, 

‘on’ and ‘up’;

o segment VC words into their 

sounds to spell them (using 

magnetic letters);

o read the tricky words (words that 

cannot be sounded out): the, to, I, 

no, go.



Level 3
o say the phoneme when shown all 

or most Level 2 and Level 3 
graphemes; 

o find all or most Level 2 and Level 
3 graphemes, from a display, 
when given the phoneme; 

o blend and read CVC words (single-
syllable words consisting of Level 2 
and Level 3 graphemes) such as ‘chop’ 
and ‘night’; 

o segment and make phonetically 
plausible attempts at spelling CVC 
words (single-syllable words consisting 
of Level 2 and Level 3 graphemes) 
such as ‘paid’ and ‘seed’; 

o read the tricky words - he, she, we, 
me, be, was, my, you, her, they, all, 
are & spell the tricky words - the, to, 
I, no, go;

o write each letter 
correctly when 
following a model.



•Year 1 Phonics Check

• During June each year all Year One children are required to take part in a Phonics Check. 

• This is a national check and involves the children reading a variety of real words and 
nonsense words. 

• The nonsense words are there to test the children's phonic ability. 

Examples of these words are 

flod and strom



❖Cross the river 

❖What’s in the box? 

❖Metal mike 

Go on a sound hunt in 
the garden or around 
the house. 

Go on a treasure hunt, 
reading clues along the 
way. 

Target practise: Hit 
the grapheme or 
word with the 
football! 



Phoneme frames help us to build words.



Phonics
Daily phonics helps your child to read and write words.
You have been given sound mats and words to learn.

Please read daily if you can.
Make the learning fun and please share on class Dojo.  



What is a good 
reader?

✓ Sound out most words

✓ Point with their finger

✓ Take meaning from the text

✓ Understand what they have 

read

✓ Listen to themselves as they read

✓ Ask questions as they read

✓ Go back and re read if it doesn’t make sense 

✓ Make links with their own experiences

✓ Visualise as they read- make a picture



Early Learning Goal 
(Reading)



Useful websites:
.

Visit these sites
BookTrust: Getting 
children reading | 

BookTrust
Learn to read with 

phonics | Oxford Owl
www.phonicsplay.co.uk 

http://www.ictgames.com/
phonicsPop/index.html

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/learn-to-read-phonics/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.ictgames.com/phonicsPop/index.html


Regular practise at home can 
have a  significant effect on 

your child’s phonic development.

Please communicate with your child’s 
class  teacher regarding their phonic 
application and celebrate success as much 

as  possible.



Any Questions?


